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Zeeland East’s Smith and
Risdon are powerful force
SPORTS, 1B

ZEELAND – Rod Hetherton wasted
no timegetting down tobusiness as the
new superintendent of Zeeland Public
Schools. With a new school year and
bond proposal on the horizon, there
was little to spare.

The ZPS Board of Education voted

unanimously June 19 to
hire Hetherton as the
district’s next superin-
tendent. Initially, offi�-
cials believed he'd need
until August to relocate
from his role at Swartz
Creek — but Hetherton,

who already had a replacement lined
up, had other ideas.

“If you give me two weeks, I can

start July 7," Hetherton reportedly told
ZPS.

The new superintendent started in
the midst of a pretty signifi�cant task —
passing a bond proposal. The district is
seeking a bond with no tax rate in-
crease in November. Hetherton said it
was a bit of a surprise, but not unfamil-
iar.

ZPS superintendent has been
busy in his fi�rst two months
Mitchell Boatman
Holland Sentinel

USA TODAY NETWORK

Hetherton

See HETHERTON, Page 8A

ZEELAND – As the district nears
completion of projects froma 2021bond
campaign, Zeeland Public Schools is
seeking voter support for another series
of upgrades this November.

The district’s new bond proposal
would generate $186million for district-
wide improvements, while maintaining
the current debt millage rate of 7.45
mills.

Superintendent Rod Hetherton said,
if approved, the bond would “touch ev-
erything” in the district, with improve-
ments planned across all buildings in
phases from 2027 to 2035.

That includes early renovations at
Creekside Middle School and updated
playgrounds at each of the district’s ele-
mentary schools.

“We would expand the sixth-grade
wing (at Creekside),” Hetherton said,
adding the project would eliminate the
need for classroom trailers. “There’s a
big gym expansion there, as well.”

The playground updates would “re-
move barriers” and “ensure equitable
access, so all kids can get out there and
enjoy themselves.”

The bondwould also see a new activ-
ity center constructed between Zeeland
East High and Zeeland West High. The
development would provide a “big,
open, shared space” for arts, band, mu-
sic and athletics.

Zeeland
schools
seek voters’
support for
projects
Mitchell Boatman
Holland Sentinel

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SCHOOLS, Page 2A

Formany years, the pool business at
91 Douglas Ave. was known as Rail
House Grill and Billiards. Now, the
space has been given new life as Black
River Billiards,with a “side pocket”eat-
ery customers are raving about.

The business was rebranded, for a
short time, as Ride the 9 Billiards. Now,
owners Chris and Jamie Strowenjans
— who took over in November 2024 —
have introduced lunch and dinner
items on a made-from-scratch menu,
new interior artwork, and the return of
many employees beloved by longtime
visitors.

The changes are all part of a bigger
vision for the couple, who operated on
a temporary liquor license until May,
when big investments began.

“It’s been great,” Jamie said. “We
didn’t know 100% what to expect, but
it’s been awesome.”

The Side Pocket, a new restaurant
located in the business’ former storage
space, is a bit of a hidden gem.

‘It’s been great’

Chris and Jamie Strowenjans pose for a portrait inside Black River Billiards. PHOTOS BY ADAM VANDER KOOY/HOLLAND SENTINEL

New menu, fresh look for billiards hall in Holland
Austin Metz
Holland Sentinel

USA TODAY NETWORK

The Side Pocket at Black River Billiards serves fresh, homemade food at 91
Douglas Ave.See BILLIARDS, Page 8A
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Five-day forecast for Holland
TODAY

83° 56° 86° 56° 89° 59° 78° 61° 74° 58°

Sunny and very
warm

THU

High clouds and
very warm

FRI

Partly sunny and
very warm

SAT

Rather cloudy;
not as warm

SUN

Some rain and a
t-storm

24 hrs ending 2 p.m. 0.00”
Month to date 0.67”
Normal m-t-d 1.43”
Year to date 14.56”
Normal y-t-d 26.55”

High/low 83°/55°
Normal high/low 72°/54°
Last year’s high 90°
Last year’s low 57°
Record high 96° (1939)
Record low 33° (1963)

As of 2 p.m. Monday

Forecasts and
graphics provided by

AccuWeather, Inc. ©2025

On Sept. 17, 1932, a
tropical storm hit the
Canadian Maritimes. In
Nova Scotia, 300,000
barrels of apples were
destroyed.

New First Full Last

9/21 9/29 10/6 10/13

Aurora 88/57 89/60
Burlington, WI 84/52 85/55
Chicago 85/64 88/64
Davenport 87/57 90/62
Decatur 92/57 92/60
DeKalb 85/56 86/62
Des Plaines 85/62 86/64
Dubuque 84/61 86/64
Galena 84/60 86/64
Hammond 75/58 71/57
Kalamazoo 85/54 86/56
Kankakee 87/56 88/58
Milwaukee 81/62 80/63
Morris 87/57 90/60
Munster 86/58 88/60
Oak Lawn 86/62 86/62
Saugatuck 81/56 82/56
South Haven 81/54 81/57
Tinley Park 86/60 88/61
Waukegan 82/59 83/62

Albuquerque 83/57 82/60
Anchorage 58/49 55/49
Atlanta 84/68 88/70
Boston 70/61 76/63
Billings 74/49 75/48
Cleveland 80/55 82/57
Cincinnati 87/60 87/65
Dallas 95/76 92/72
Denver 65/51 69/49
Detroit 83/59 86/62
Honolulu 90/75 89/76
Houston 93/71 92/74
Kansas City 84/64 79/63
Las Vegas 99/76 91/72
Los Angeles 90/70 85/70
Miami 87/77 85/77
Minneapolis 83/66 78/63
New Orleans 92/74 91/75
New York City 70/64 78/66
Omaha 78/63 76/60
Orlando 88/73 87/74
Philadelphia 70/66 80/65
Phoenix 103/83 102/81
Portland, OR 80/58 80/58
Raleigh 73/61 83/63
San Francisco 79/60 70/61
Seattle 74/55 71/54
Wash., DC 72/64 81/66

Today Thu

Today Thu

Today: Wind SW 4-8 knots.
Seas 2 feet or less. Visibility
generally clear.

Thursday: Wind W 4-8
knots. Seas less than a
foot. Visibility clear to the
horizon.
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69°

Wed. 7:26 a.m. 7:50 p.m.
Thu. 7:28 a.m. 7:49 p.m.
Fri. 7:29 a.m. 7:47 p.m.
Sat. 7:30 a.m. 7:45 p.m.
Sun. 7:31 a.m. 7:43 p.m.

Wed. 2:38 a.m. 6:10 p.m.
Thu. 3:51 a.m. 6:36 p.m.
Fri. 5:01 a.m. 6:58 p.m.
Sat. 6:09 a.m. 7:18 p.m.
Sun. 7:15 a.m. 7:36 p.m.

The higher the AccuWeather.com UV
Index™ number, the greater the need
for eye and skin protection. 0-2 Low;
3-5 Moderate; 6-7 High; 8-10 Very
High; 11+ Extreme. The patented

AccuWeather.com RealFeel Temperature is
an exclusive index of effective temper-
ature based on eight weather factors.

Conditions today
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ACCULEVEL YOUR FOUNDATION REPAIR &
WATERPROOFING EXPERTS

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE A FREE ESTIMATE

Great and super speedy service. The crawl space looks great, and the basement no longer has a musty damp smell. The
communication from Acculevel was top notch, and their pricing was much more affordable than many others for a full
crawl space encapsulation. Would highly recommend. - Bruce T.

CALL

BEFORE AFTER

517-280-2878

- LIMITED TIME OFFER -

$500 OFF
BASEMENT

WATERPROOFING OR
FOUNDATION REPAIR*

*TERMS APPLY,
OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2025

517-280-2878

CRACKS
IN THE
BASEMENT?
WE CAN HELP
WITH THAT!

FOUNDATION REPAIR CONCRETE LEVELING

HOME INSPECTIONS BASEMENT WATERPROOFING

CRAWL SPACE
ENCAPSULATION SUMP PUMP INSTALLATION

WE CAN HELP WITH

“In my last superintendency, I had
just wrapped up a bond and started
and passed a zero-millage renewal,” he
said. “It’s interesting to walk into a dis-
trict that has the exact same thing go-
ing on."

Hetherton said his experience in
Swartz Creek has been helpful in mak-
ing the move.

“The experiences I had were essen-
tial to stepping right in and being able
to keep it rolling,”he said, crediting dis-
trict staff for their work, as well. “A lot
of the big pieces, as far as what goes to
the state ... and all of those big picture
items, had already been done. When I
walked in, it was just getting ready to
get the information out to stakehold-
ers.”

Hetherton became superintendent
at Swartz Creek in 2022. He was previ-
ously an assistant superintendent,
principal and assistant principal in the
district. Heatherton also spent time
teaching and coaching in Flushing and
Fenton, and as an assistant principal at
LansingWaverly. He earned his bache-
lor's and master's degrees from the
University ofMichigan - Flint, and later
earned an education specialist degree
from Oakland University.

Hetherton said the cross-statemove
to Zeeland — Swartz Creek is located
near Flint — was great.

“What an amazing community it
was, to start off as someone who came
from the totally other side of the state,”
he said. “The people, the staff, every-
one that I’ve met has just been so posi-
tive.

“I cannot say enough about this
board, the employees, the community
members. They've made the transition
here phenomenal.”

Hetherton is adjusting to a much
larger student body, coming fromadis-
trict of 3,500 enrollments. ZPS has
about 6,000.

"One of the high schools (in Zee-
land) is about the size of the high
school I had inmy old district,”Hether-
ton said. “Of course, we have two of
those, and two middle schools, and six
elementary schools.

“Everything that I’m used to, from
the budget to the number of kids to the
number of employees, is about double.”

Still, he said, it's been a positive first
two months on the job.

“It’s been fun.”
Contact reporter Mitchell Boatman

at mboatman@hollandsentinel.com.

Hetherton
Continued from Page 1A

“Everything that I’m used

to, from the budget to the

number of kids to the

number of employees, is

about double.”
Rod Hetherton
Zeeland Public Schools superintendent

The menu is diverse, with appetizers
like homemade crab rangoon, sand-
wiches and wraps, burgers, and steak.

“The number one compliment we get
is that our food is absolutely fantastic,”
Chris said. “As soon as we can get a butt
in the seat here, we always hear the
same thing.”

The couple is also bringing back Lat-
in Night on Fridays and live music on
Saturdays, as well as trivia and bingo.

When it comes to billiards, custom-
ers can choose from close to 20 tables,
countless leagues, a bar for drinks and
the availability of the full restaurant

menu.
It’s been a lot of long days and late

nights for Chris and Jamie, but trans-
forming the space they’ve known and
loved for years has been worth it.

“We want this to be like Cheers,”
Chris said.

To learn more, visit facebook.com/
blackriverbilliards.

Contact reporter Austin Metz at
ametz@hollandsentinel.com .

Billiards
Continued from Page 1A

Black River Billiards in Holland has nearly 20 pool tables ready for competition.
ADAM VANDER KOOY/HOLLAND SENTINEL

“The number one

compliment we get is that

our food is absolutely

fantastic.”
Chris Strowenjans
Co-owner of Black River Billiards


